
Advantages of H.323 technology for distance education delivery

In light of ever changing technological advances in networking and distance education delivery, IFAS and its components need to consider the utility, quality, and cost effectiveness of alternative means of interactive videoconferencing.  There are a number of expected benefits of an IFAS-wide move to an interactive conferencing system employing the use of H.323 technology through the Internet that include:

· Achieve significant savings by providing one connection for video, audio/phone, and data.

· Provide 24 hour, 7-day accessibility without outside vendor bridge scheduling and costs.

· Provide video/voice networking with 205 other Internet II connected universities and international partners. (See http://members.internet2.edu/university/universities.cfm)

· Provides a system that can be expanded to include other IFAS, Health Center, and UF sites.

· With proper routers and bridge, will assure quality of service and reliability.

· Integrate delivery of video, voice, and data in presentation, along with application sharing T.120 and whiteboard. Sessions can be captured and Web cast for on-demand viewing.

· Will be the predominant mode of this technology in the near future.

Advantages to College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

· Long-run savings on bridging and ISDN line cost.

· Can use existing distance education classroom equipment at 10 sites.

· Enhanced delivery and quality for teaching program.

· Scheduling becomes an internal procedure.

· Faculty can use system for dissertation/thesis presentations at a distance with no additional cost.

Advantages to IFAS Extension and county offices

· Technology will be compatible with PolyCom equipment in use in county offices.

· Videoconferencing can occur between Extension PolyComs and research centers.

· With enhanced connectivity, Extension offices can become classroom sites for teaching program.

· No cost to use system for in-service trainings or workshops.

· Provide information delivery to other agencies such as Green Industries, commercial and 


industry organizations, and county agencies.

Advantages to IFAS FAES and research centers 

· New high-speed connections will enhance delivery and quality for data.

· Research center faculty will have 24/7 videoconferencing capabilities.

· System provides high-quality videoconferencing to all 205 Internet II universities.

· Research center directors and administration can meet via system at no cost.

· System can expand to include sites at Belle Glade, Cape Kennedy, Live Oak, Vero Beach and other.

Advantages to other IFAS centers and units 

· No cost to use system for in-service trainings or workshops to all IFAS sites.

· Videoconferencing and training with all 205 Internet II universities.

· Ability to offer system capabilities to industry organizations and governmental agencies


for meetings or workshops, which could be a source for generating additional funds.

