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A regular meeting of the ITPAC was held on Thursday, Nov. 16, 2006, 
10:00am in the ICS Conference Room, Bldg 116. 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Pete Vergot.

Minutes of August 22, 2006 were approved.



TOPICS OF DISCUSSION

ICC UPDATES/RECOMMENDATIONS:

No updates at this time. 
DISCUSSION:

Steve asked about the progress of Video Committee. Dan responded that further discussions about the committee are in progress with the VP’s office at this time.

PIO COURSES, GNC UNIVERSITY & SAFE FOOD HANDLERS COURSE:
DISCUSSION:

Marion Douglas led the discussion and explanation of courses created for on-line use and sold through the IFAS Bookstore at a cost of $20 per course. Thus far the courses have been created using the Articulate Presenter software, which will aid the user in converting a PowerPoint presentation to an Adobe Flash Web object viewable by most browsers. PIO course was created with the cooperation of the Pesticide Information Office (PIO).  The GNC course is General Nutrition Course University, with Website registration for the course. All of these courses are for GNC employees. The Safe Food Handlers Course is geared to cleanliness in handling food safely. This course is taught in Extension offices and has not been available on-line. The IFAS Bookstore would like to handle this course in the future. Discussion continued regarding on-line courses and certifications, support for the on-line course project, and which software programs are best suited for creating them. These are non-formal education courses. Further discussion continued on IT ability to support the on-line courses, cost factors and funding. Articulate Licenses are $500 each.

PROCESS FOR NEW WEB SITE REQUESTS:

DISCUSSION:

At this time, requests for web sites are processed as received with no review or higher authority approval. It is suggested that sites should be reviewed for content and design. This should be an area that ICS, using Content Management Systems controls, would review. Currently, UF policy is in place and IT grants requests per UF policy. It was suggested, for accountability purposes, to change the present request page to add a section that requires agreement by the applicant to conform to UF acceptable use policy for Web pages and to specify that the named department unit head has approved the request for Web site creation.
IT UPDATES:

DISCUSSION:

Mark Ross has been hired for the IT Systems Engineer Web management position. The IT AD position posting has closed and applicants are being selected for interview for this position. The IT SQL Software Development position is vacant.

A new operating system for Windows machines, called VISTA, is now available to UF and will be released to the public in January, along with Office 2007.  Internet Explorer version 7 is in production. VISTA installation is free through the UF contract with MS. Most new computers purchased will probably already have VISTA installed. Discussion continued on the issues that may come up concerning the new system.
Discussion was held about the current wall plate plans, with an explanation of cost and surrounding issues.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT     DISCUSSION:

At present, requests for software programs are received without any formal process. A formal process should be implemented for making recommendations in selecting software programs. Further discussion followed on the procedures and funding involved. ITPAC recommended that the IT Director continue processing these requests.
MOTION: To proceed with software development with coordination and control by IT.

ACTION: Motion carried without objection.

LBR DISCUSSION:
Funding and implementation of programs were discussed. An explanation of problems and solutions, funding issues and the importance of these programs statewide were reviewed from the handout. Further discussion of these issues will continued at the next meeting.
Meeting adjourned 12:00 noon
Next meeting with be Feb. 7, 2007

